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The 2022 John Sebastiano Vineyard Syrah boasts an enticing bouquet of savory aromas, including
dried mushrooms, miso, soy, and hints of cured and smoked meats, all beautifully balanced by fresh
notes of blackcurrants and blueberries. On the palate, its umami character shines through,
complemented by supple, well-integrated tannins and vibrant acidity that carries through to a long,
lingering finish.

W I N E M A K E R  N O T E S

W W W . S A M S A R A W I N E . C O M  |  ( 8 0 5 )  8 4 5 - 8 0 0 1

John Sebastiano Vineyard is a picturesque site, planted to
steep hillsides and rolling hills on the eastern end of Sta. Rita
Hills. Both Chardonnay and Pinot Noir thrive in this sandy,
windy site, and the cool-climate Syrah we produce here just
barely achieves ripeness and is always the final pick of the
vintage. The elevation and exposed hillsides of the vineyard
lead to low-yields and fruit with balance, depth, and
complexity.

J O H N  S E B A S T I A N O   V I N E Y A R D

2022 started off with a slightly later bud-break, and
moderate weather through the spring and summer. Low
yields across the board with all varietals and vineyards
made the Labor-Day heat wave extra impactful and
forced us to move quickly into harvest mode. Once the
early ripening varietals were picked, the classic SB long
growing season returned, and the final Rhone varietal
grapes weren’t harvested until late October. The 2022
wines retain their freshness and balance, with great flavor
concentration and depth, and an extra kiss of sunshine.

Cases:
Appellation:
Varietal composition:
Clonal selection:
% Whole cluster:
Soil at site:

Barrels | Aging:

Alcohol:
Brix:
pH at harvest:
Finished pH:
Finished TA:

Harvest date:
Bottling date: 
Release date:

109
Sta. Rita Hills
100% Syrah
Clone 1, 470, 383
65%
Sand/Loam/Limestone/
Diotamaceous Earth
100% neutral French
oak | 22 months

13.5
23.6-25.3
3.45-3.72
3.85
6.5 g/L

10/27/2024
7/19/2024
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96 points - Cristaldi This Syrah hails from John Sebastiano Vineyard—one of the crown jewels of the Sta. Rita Hills AVA.
Windswept and wild, it’s an exceptional site for Syrah, and this 2022 rendition from Samsara is a case in point. High-toned and
aromatic, it opens with violet, rose petal, dried lavender, bay laurel and black truffle charcuterie, all laced with a dusting of
sweetly smoked paprika. The palate is beautifully supple, medium to full-bodied, with silky tannins that carry an intriguing
mineral edge—think crushed red rock or iron. It finishes with slate-like texture and tension, leaving a vivid, dynamic impression. A
knockout effort from winemaker Matt Brady and the cellar team. Joan and Dave Szkutak, owners of Samsara, continue to
assemble an impressive portfolio of utterly riveting wines. - Cristaldi & Co

95 points - James Suckling Bacon fat and bouilion find harmony with blackberries, plum compote and tamarind paste in this
well-spiced mineral syrah. Steeped-tea tannins lead to a saline finish that lingers impressively. Drink or hold. - James Suckling
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